NEW OFFICE SPACE
Research
It has been found that by increasing the amount of natural lighting
in a workspace, employee productivity, alertness, and concentration
can be improved. Natural lighting can also be simulated by using
bright, white LED bulbs, softened with a diffusing medium. It has also been found that adding plants to the workspace can help reduce
stress and increase employee satisfaction. These are both cheap,
easy and effective means of improving an office space, and should
therefore be implemented at the new office. It has been proven that
by adding sensors to monitor the work environment, working conditions and productivity can be greatly improved. Therefore, we have
decided to implement a range of smart devices, applying the philosophy of IoT, allowing all employees to monitor and access these features in order to control the working environment.

Visual Representation

Cost Analysis


Rent: £75,000 per annum



PC & Peripherals: £1200+ Per person



Office Furniture: £500 Per Person



Kitchen area: £5000



‘Playground’ area: £4000



Recreational seating &
tables: £2500





Office Space
The space that the group has designed is 5760 sq. ft. We
estimate that this space is sufficient for 50 employees to work
comfortably, and would allow Elder Studios the room they require to expand. We have identified that the most suitable
office space currently available is in Abacus House, part of the
Pennine business park. This 5833 sq. ft. space is less than 3
miles away from Elder Studios’ current site, as they expressed
an interest in staying local to Huddersfield. This space is large
enough for 54 employees and is a very similar size to the space
represented by the adjacent renderings. The office will be IoT
connected to various sensors and devices including; thermostats, smarts bulbs, motion detectors and smart locks etc.

Requires 5750sq. ft. of space



Potential to accommodate up to 50 employees, allowing
the current 28 to grow by 78%.



Desk integrated touch-screen unit with Slack



Smart office features—controls integrated in desks



Each desk features 3 drawers, 2 shelves, and enough
space for at least 2 monitors



Communal seating/ recreational area with SMART Board



Area for meetings with clients



Bright and spacious design

Lighting: £2.78 per bulb,
per year for an LED bulb

Annual electricity bill: £12,000**
Total annual running cost: £87,000
*- Based on 50 employees
** - Based on £20 pp pm estimated usage

Viability
In reality, the main cost of the move will be the increased rent
that comes with moving to a larger office. Elder Studios already
own most of the equipment they require, so would only have to
pay for new PCs etc. when additional employees are hired. New
furniture could be added to the office in the months following
the move to spread out the cost, making the move more viable.
As the new office is more ergonomic and comfortable, employees will be less likely to be absent from work, productivity
should increase due to a better working environment, and
therefore profits will likely increase, partially mitigating the impact of the increased rent.

Key Materials

New Office Features


Bathrooms: Included with
property

Initial setup cost: £100,000*



Stud walls—insulated and covered with plasterboard before being finished with plaster and finally emulsion.



Glass partitions—glass reinforced plastic, this will make
them more impact resistant than glass, therefore, giving
them a higher safety rating.



Flooring—wood aesthetic veneer flooring for easy maintenance and installation. Carpeted areas under desks and in
the breakout space for comfort and to reduce noise.



Desks—chipboard with low gloss white veneer to create a
light and modern aesthetic on an affordable budget.



Seating—A polyester based flame retardant fabric for
comfort and easy maintenance, with a plastic frame .

